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Commencement  Festivities. 

This  year's  graduates  of  St.  Olaf  College  numbered  107;  of  these  102 
received  the  degree  of  B.  A.  Their  names  are :  Earl  A.  C.  Abrahamson, 
Agnes  Jeanette  Anderson,  Edwin  Rudolf  Anderson,  Orlando  Joel  Benston, 
Elmer  Melchior  Berg,  Anna  Sophie  Berge,  Aslak  Milo  Boe,  Vivian  Juliet 
Boraas,  Benita  Sylvia  Bothun,  Alice  Brack,  Lawrence  E.  Brynestad,  Ruth 
Viola  Clement,  Selmer  J.  Dahl,  John  Peter  Dragseth,  Julia  Christine 
Dragseth,  Oscar  J.  Eide,  Petra  Eliassen,  Alvin  Orris  Elstad,  Cora  Orilla 
Erickson,  Jacob  I.  Evanson,  Oscar  Julius  Falnes,  Arthur  Newman  Fardal, 
Julius  Elvin  Farup,  Philip  L.  Fjelsted,  Alma  Clarissa  Gaardsmoe,  Richard 
W.  Giere,  Otto  N.  Glesne,  Julius  Frederic  Gregor,  Carl  Egner  Gunderson, 
Otto  Wichmann  Haldorsen,  Dagmar  Victoria  Hanson,  Minnie  Haug,  Con- 
rad Gustavus  Haugen,  Leonard  T.  Havig,  Edwin  Martin  Hegge,  Adner 
I.  Heggerston,  Ruth  Elizabeth  Henderson,  Morris  Hendrickson,  Emma 
Hilleson,  Richard  Edwin  Hofstad,  Palmer  T.  Hogenson,  Theodore  H. 
Hoidahl,  Alf  Houkom,  Bjarne  Houkom,  Ida  Elinor  Hoystad,  Thora  Con- 
stance Idste,  Alice  Isolany,  Lisbeth  H.  Jensen,  Milton  Hjalmar  Jensen, 
Cyrena  Blanche  Johnson,  Ellen  Bergfrid  Johnsen,  Thomas  A.  Kloster, 
Leo.  A.  H.  Knoll,  Olaf  A.  Langehough,  Jacob  Lange,  Marie  R.  Langemo, 
Mary  M.- Larson,  Thomas  Irwin  Lee,  Selma  Marie  Lindem.  Selma  Cath- 
erine Locken,  Ethel  Lund,  Thora  A.  Martinson,  Raymond  Otis  Marvick, 
Leona  Johanne  Moe,  Anna  Elizabeth  Norby,  Arthur  C.  Odden,  Nora  Hen- 
rietta Olson,  Charlotte  Sylvia  Ovre,  Mabel  A.  Peterreins,  Austin  Me- 
lanchton  Peterson,  Olive  Carol  Peterson,  L.  Rachel  Quickstad,  Herold 
Conrad  Rader,  Jennie  B.  Rierson,  Edward  Rinde,  Georg  L.  Romstad,  Inez 
M.  Ronken,  Agnes  Ruth  Rorvik,  Rolv  O.  J.  Rorvik,  Merle  Olive  Rue, 
Nina  Leona  Rushfelt,  Louise  Sandvig,  Mildred  Elvira  Schelde,  Minnie 
Jeanette  Sigdestad,  Ellsworth  Origenes  Silseth,  Godfrey  Siverson,  Olga  E. 
Skartvedt,  Magdalene  Slette,  Agnes  Constance  Stavig,  Lawrence  Melvin 
Stavig,  Victor  E.  Storli,  Emma  Elise  Storsteen.  Harold  Schreuder  Strand, 
Idore  Melius  Stubkjaer,  Reuben  Clayton  Teslow,  Joseph  Christian  Thomp- 
son, Therese  O.  Torgeson,  Oscar  Edwin  Wahl,  Helen  G.  Weeks,  Cora  R. 
Weum,  Reuben  H.  Eliassen,  Constance  Isolany. 

In  the  school  of  music,  Oscar  Rudolph  Overby  received  the  degree  of 
bachelor  of  music. 

Edith  Garnaas,  Millie  Grasby,  Nora  I.  Larson,  and  Alice  T.  Syrdal 
obtained  the  diploma  in  music. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  Honor  Students:  Elmer  Melchior  Berg, 
Oscar  Julius  Falnes,  Julius  Elvin  Farup,  Alma  Clarissa  Gaardsmoe,  Dag- 
mar  Victoria  Hanson,  Adner  I.  Heggerston,  Alf  Houkom,  Bjarne  Houkom, 
Ellen  Bergfrid  Johnsen,  Ethel  Lund,  Nora  Henrietta  Olson,  Jennie  B. 
Rierson,  L.  Rachel  Quickstad,  Magdalene  Slette,  Lawrence  Melvin  Stavig, 
Alice  T.  Syrdal,  Therese  O.  Torgeson,  Helen  G.  Weeks,  Cora  R.  Weum. 

Ruth  Lima.  Edna  Norskog,  Verna  Ellingson,  and  Ellen  Kleppe  were 
the  recipients  of  the  Henry  Nelson  Talla  scholarships  awarded  to  next 
year's  seniors. 

In  1900,  the  collegiate  department  of  the  United  Church  Seminary 
and  St.  Olaf  College  amalgamated.  Arrangements  just  completed  enahle 
St.  Olaf  College  to  recognize  as  St.  Olaf  alumni  the  collegiate  graduates 
of  the  United  Church  Seminary  that  subsequent  to  their  graduation  took 
and  completed  professional  courses.  Six  men  who  come  under  this  ruling 
now  received  the  B.  A.  degree.  The  names  of  these  men  and  the  class  to 
which  each  belongs,  are  as  follows :  Rev.  Simund  O.  Simundsen,  '94 ;  Rev. 
Edward  Hegland  and  Rev.  Th.  Carlyle  Thompson.  '96;  Rev.  N.  G.  Wil- 
liam Knudson,  '99;  Rev.  Jens  Mathieson,  '00,  and  Rev.  Peder  J.  Nestande, 
'01. 

Hon.  J.  A.  O.  Preus,  governor  of  the  state  of  Minnesota,  delivered 
the  commencement  address.  He  spoke  to  the  point.  He  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  maintaining  institutions  like  St.  Olaf  College  and  deplored  the 
fate  of  our  beloved  land  if  time  should  ever  come  that  such  educational 
institutions  should  disappear.  He  emphasized  the  great  importance  for 
individuals,  in  a  democracy  like  ours,  to  acquire  as  much  information  and 
knowledge  as  possible  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  understandingly  and 
energetically  and  effectively  to  participate  in  affairs  belonging  to  the  life 
of  community,  state,  and  nation.  He  believed  it  the  duty  of  every  indi- 
vidual to  study  and  take  part  in  politics.  His  resonant  voice,  charming 
platform  presence,  perfect  poise,  propriety  of  diction,  logical  discourse, 
harmonized  most  appropriately  with  the  occasion  and  with  his  official  po- 
sition as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  great  state  of  Minnesota. 

Baccalaureate  Sunday  was  in  many  respects  an  ideal  day.  Nature  had 
clad  wood,  meadow,  and  field  in  a  beautifully  rich  green.  The  college  and 
professors'  gardens  displayed  in  abundance  the  colors  of  flowering  peonies 
and  iris  and  oriental  poppies.  The  graduates,  attired  in  caps  and  gowns, 
marched  in  body  to  church.  President  Boe  chose  to  speak  on  the  words 
of  Job :  ''For  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth."  Job  had  experienced 
the  heights  of  fortune,  and  the  depths  of  misery.  But  thru  all 'the  vicis- 
situdes of  life,  joyous  or  grievous,  pleasing  or  displeasing,  he  kept  his 
faith  in  God  unimpaired.  When  he  was  at  his  best,  he  served  God  whole- 
heartedly ;  when  he  saw  black  despair  loom  up  before  him,  he  avoided 
falling  into  its  clutches  by  trusting  in  God  unhesitatingly.  "Tho  He  slay 
me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  Him,"  are  words  that  show  the  temper  of  Job's 
faith.  The  outcome  of  Job's  awful  ordeal  left  him  in  every  way  a  richer 
life  than  any  he  had  previously  experienced.  President  Boe  counseled  the 
graduates  to  take  the  story  of  Job  to  heart,  to  cling  to  God  whatever  be- 
tide them.  Whether  they  attain  riches,  distinctions,  or  encounter  disap- 
pointments, failures,  misfortunes,  he  assured  them  that  all  would  end  well 
if  they  remained  in  such  constant  and  intimate  fellowship  with  Jesus 
Christ  that  they  from  the  innermost  depths  of  their  hearts  could  say,  "I 
know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth." 

Rev.  Edward  R.  Rorem,  president  of  the  Madison  (Minn.)  Normal 
School,  delivered  the  annual  Luther  League  address  and  based  his  topic  on 
these  words  of  John :    "For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His 


only  begotten  Son,  that,  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life." 

On  Saturday  evening  of  commencement  week,  the  graduating  class 
had  their  class  day  exercises.  The  program  showed  the  good  sense  of  the 
class.  It  contained  no  class  prophecy,  no  class  will,  no  essay  or  speech  or 
talk  which  is  supposed  to  be  humorous  but  in  reality  at  times  contains 
slighting  remarks  about  the  officials  or  teachers  or  school-  and  classmates. 
The  utter  absence  of  such  expressions  caused  the  program  to  be  highly 
enjoyed.  The  following  quotation  from  Miss  Therese  Torgeson's  speech 
shows  the  fine  spirit  of  the  class.    She  said : 

"To  you,  President  Boe,  we  wish  to  extend  our  deepest  gratitude  be- 
cause of  your  faithful  adherence  to  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  foun- 
ders of  this  institution.  We  respect  and  admire  you  because  of  your  firm 
convictions,  because  of  your  uncompromising  attitude  towards  the  truth, 
and  because  of  your  willingness  to  serve.  At  our  devotional  exercises  in 
Chapel  you  have  always  held  Christ  up  before  us  as  our  example.  From 
these  short  periods  of  worship  we  shall  carry  with  us  the  truth  of  Christ's 
message  to  us,  and  in  view  of  this  to  be  ever  ready  to  serve  the  world. 
We  thank  you  for  your  forgiving  spirit  towards  our  many  errors,  for  your 
patience  with  our  short-comings,  and  for  the  many  kind  words  of  advice 
to  us  when  we  have  fallen  short  in  our  judgment  of  the  right.  May  stu- 
dents, for  many  generations  to  come,  be  as  richly  inspired  by  you  as  we 
have  been." 

The  class  of  '96  was  invited  to  be  the  guests  of  the  college  this  year. 
But  three  of  them,  Hilden,  Lavik,  and  Muus,  had  passed  away ;  Rev.  C. 
K.  Solberg  could  not  come  because  he  had  a  three-day  devotional  meeting 
in  his  church  at  that  time;  Rev.  Gustav  Stearns  was  prevented  from  being 
present  on  commencement  day,  because  he  was  to  officiate  at  the  burial  of 
three  soldiers  who  belonged  to  the  regiment  of  which  he  was  chaplain  and 
whose  remains  had  just  arrived  from  France. 


Alumni  Meeting. 

At  the  alumni  meeting,  President  Herman  Roe  reported  the  forma- 
tion of  a  federation  of  St.  Olaf  College  clubs,  lauded  the  work  of  the 
financial  secretary,  and  urged  class  reunions  and  the  annual  issuance  of  a 
June  alumni  bulletin.  Prof.  J.  Jorgen  Thompson  reported  that  the  Asso- 
ciation had  procured  an  oil  portrait  of  Dr.  J.  N.  Kildahl  and  had  collected 
enough  money  to  secure  a  painting  of  Miss  Agnes  Mellby  and  a  marker 
for  her  grave.  Mr.  John  Mohn,  chairman  of  the  soldier  memorial  com- 
mittee, recommended  that  women  alumnae  who  did  war  service  should 
receive  recognition  in  the  memorial  to  be  proposed  as  will  the  ex-service 
men.  Mr.  S.  H.  Holstad  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
establish  a  fitting  memorial  in  honor  of  Dr.  J.  N.  Kildahl  and  received  the 
pledge  of  the  Association  that  it  would  aid  his  committee  in  the  raising  of 
a  memorial  fund.  The  meeting  instructed  its  secretary  to  send  greetings 
to  former  St.  Olaf  alumni  who  are  missionaries  in  foreign  fields  and  to 
Hon.  Oley  Nelson,  who  lies  sick  in  a  hospital  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  It 
also  instructed  its  president  to  send  a  letter  of  sympathy  to  the  alumni  of 
Luther  College  because  of  the  death  of  President  C.  K.  Preus.  It  also 
admitted  to  membership  in  the  Association  the  102  graduates  of  class  '21 
and  closed  the  meeting  by  repeating  the  pledge :  "Enig  og  tro  til  Manitou 
falder." 

Association  officers  for  ensuing  year  are:  President,  Mr.  O.  I.  Herts- 
gaard ;  vice  president,  Miss  Cora  Clement;  secretary-treasurer,  Mr.  Carl 
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M.  Gulbrandsen  ;  auditing  committee:  Mr.  A.  A.  Rowberg  and  Mr.  Harry 
Wicklund;  alumni  editor,  Mr.  E.  T.  Tufte;  nominating  committee:  Miss 
Gertrude  Hilleboe,  Mr.  Robt.  Lund,  and  Miss  Eliza  Farseth ;  members  of 
board  of  trustees :  Dr.  Harold  Pederson  and  Mr.  Carl  M.  Gulbrandsen  ; 
member  of  athletic  board,  Mr.  H.  Bue;  of  literary  board,  Rev.  N.  Kleven. 

News  Notes. 

Northfield  has  let  a  contract  for  paving  St.  Olaf  Avenue  from  its 
western  extremity  to  North  Water  Street  below  the  railroad  tracks,  and 
Linden  Street  from  St.  Olaf  Avenue  to  the  Milwaukee  station.  The  con- 
tract calls  for  a  completion  of  this  project  by  the  first  of  September.  At 
the  completion  of  this  work,  a  paved  highway  will  reach  all  the  way  from 
Faribault  to  St.  Olaf  College. 

Members  of  the  faculty  who  do  not  remain  in  Northfield  all  summer 
are  as  follows :  Dr.  Julius  Boraas  teaches  a  six-week  summer  school 
course  in  the  University  of  Iowa.  Prof.  Theodore  Huggenvik  assists 
Rev.  P.  R.  Syrdal  in  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin.  Dr.  N.  Flaten  conducts  a 
group  of  tourists  thru  various  European  lands,  Miss  Esther  Gulbrandsen 
being  in  the  group.  Dr.  C.  A.  Mellby  acts  as  supply  pastor  in  Chicago 
and  Prof.  W.  C.  Benson  in  a  similar  capacity  at  Canby,  Minnesota.  Prof. 
Olaf  Thormodsgard  studies  at  the  University  of  Chicago  and  Prof.  Geo. 
H.  Hartwig  at  Leland  Stanford.  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Spohn  and  family,  accord- 
ing to  their  custom,  are  spending  this  summer  also  in  New  Hampshire. 

Two  members  of  last  year's  teaching  staff  married  in  June.  Miss 
Ragna  Tangjerd,  instructor  in  Norse,  was  married  to  Rev.  Oscar  Grimsby 
of  Missoula,  Montana.  Miss  Alvhild  Glasoe  of  Minneapolis  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mr.  Arthur  O.  Lee,  assistant  college  business  manager. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  O.  Lee  will  be  at  home  on  St.  Olaf  Avenue. 


